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Released at 7:00 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily,  January 6, 2012

Labour Force Survey
December 2011

Following two months of declines, employment rose
slightly in December, up 18,000. The unemployment
rate edged up to 7.5% as more people participated in the
labour market. Over the past 12 months, employment
growth totalled 1.2% (+199,000), with nearly all of the
gains in the first half of the year.
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The employment growth of 1.2% from
December 2010 to December 2011 followed an
increase of 1.8% between December 2009 and
December 2010.

In December, an increase of 43,000 in part-time
work was partially offset by a decline of 26,000 in
full-time employment. Compared with 12 months
earlier, the number of part-time workers was little

Note to readers

Annual average estimates for 2011 are now available on
CANSIM (tables 282-0001 to 282-0121).

The Labour Force Survey (LFS) estimates are based on
a sample, and are therefore subject to sampling variability.
Estimates for smaller geographic areas or industries will have
more variability. For an explanation of sampling variability
of estimates, and how to use standard errors to assess this
variability, consult the "Data quality" section of the publication
Labour Force Information (71-001-X, free).

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally
adjusted data, which facilitates comparisons by removing the
effects of seasonal variations.

Statistics Canada is moving to one release time, 8:30 a.m.,
for all data releases in The Daily. This will mean a change in
the release time for the LFS, which is currently 7:00 a.m. This
change will be implemented with the release of LFS data on
April 5, 2012.

Revision

Seasonally adjusted estimates from the LFS will be revised
using the latest seasonal factors, going back three years
(January 2009 onwards). The revised data will be available on
CANSIM (tables 282-0087 to 282-0094, 282-0100, 282-0116
and 282-0117) on January 27, 2012.

changed, while full-time employment was up 1.5%
(+208,000). Over the same period, the total number of
hours worked increased by 1.4%.

Among the provinces, employment increased in
British Columbia, Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and
Labrador, Saskatchewan, New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island in December. In contrast, employment
declined in Quebec, while there was little change in the
other provinces.

There were notable employment gains in
manufacturing for the month, while there were declines
in utilities. All other industries showed little employment
change.

There were 31,000 more self-employed workers
in December. Compared with 12 months earlier,
self-employment was up 2.0%, while the number of
private sector employees rose 1.3%, and the number of
public sector workers was unchanged.
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Employment increased in December among people
aged 55 and over. At the same time, there was a decline
among youths aged 15 to 24, and little change for people
aged 25 to 54.

Unemployment rate
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Manufacturing employment up in December

Following declines in recent months, employment in
manufacturing increased by 30,000 in December. At the
same time, employment was down 7,200 in utilities, and
was little changed in the other industries.

Since December 2010, overall employment in the
goods sector has changed little. While there was notable
growth in natural resources (+7.5%) and construction
(+3.1%), there were offsetting declines in utilities (-9.5%)
and manufacturing (-2.8%).

Compared with 12 months earlier, employment in
the service sector was up 1.5% (+194,000). Over this
period, there was notable growth in accommodation
and food services (+6.2%); professional, scientific and
technical services (+6.0%); "other services" (+4.3%);
and health care and social assistance (+2.9%). At the
same time, there were declines in finance, insurance,
real estate and leasing (-2.8%).

Provincial summary

Employment in British Columbia rose by 11,000 in
December. Over the previous 12 months, employment

in the province grew 1.4% (+32,000), slightly above the
national average of 1.2%.

Nova Scotia’s employment increased for a second
consecutive month in December, up 4,300. The
unemployment rate fell 0.8 percentage points to 7.8%,
the lowest since October 2008. Over the past 12 months,
employment has risen 2.3% (+11,000) in the province.

In December, employment was up 3,200 in
Newfoundland and Labrador, bringing growth over the
previous 12 months to 1.9% (+4,300).

In Saskatchewan, employment rose by 3,100.
Employment in the province was up 0.7% (+3,700)
compared with December 2010.

Employment increased by 2,900 in New Brunswick,
returning to its level of 12 months earlier.

In Ontario, employment edged up by 16,000,
bringing growth since December 2010 to 1.4%
(+91,000). The unemployment rate in the province
was 7.7% in December, down 0.2 percentage points
from a month earlier.

Employment in Quebec decreased for a third
consecutive month, down 26,000 in December. As a
result, the unemployment rate rose 0.7 percentage
points to 8.7%. Compared with a year earlier,
employment in Quebec was down 1.3% (-51,000).

While employment in Alberta was little changed in
December, it grew 4.9% (+99,000) over the year, entirely
in full-time work.

Employment gains among older workers

In December, employment grew by 24,000 among
people aged 55 and over. Employment for this age group
was up 3.4% (+102,000) compared with 12 months
earlier. This increase was almost entirely due to the
aging of the population, as the number of people
aged 55 and over grew by 3.2% over the period.

Employment among youths aged 15 to 24 declined
for the third consecutive month, down 17,000 in
December. With this decline, youth employment
was 12,000 below its level of 12 months earlier (-0.5%).

Employment among people aged 25 to 54 was
little changed in December, and growth for this group
was 0.9% (+109,000) compared with December 2010.

Quarterly update for the territories

The Labour Force Survey also collects labour
market information about the territories. This information
is produced monthly in the form of three-month moving
averages. Not all estimates are seasonally adjusted;
therefore, comparisons should only be made on a
year-over-year basis.
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Employment in Yukon rose by 1,500 (+8.4%) from
the fourth quarter of 2010 to the same period in 2011.
Employment was little changed in both the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut.

In the fourth quarter of 2011, the unemployment rate
was 4.9% in Yukon, 7.9% in the Northwest Territories
and 14.9% in Nunavut.

Available on CANSIM: tables 282-0001 to 282-0042,
282-0047 to 282-0063, 282-0069 to 282-0095 and
282-0100 to 282-0121.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3701.

A more detailed summary, Labour Force Information
(71-001-X, free), is now available online for the week
ending December 10. From the Key resource module

of our website under Publications, choose All subjects,
then Labour.

Data tables are also now available online. From the
Subject module of our website, choose Labour.

The next release of the Labour Force Survey will be
on February 4.

For more information, contact Statistics
Canada’s National Contact Centre (613-951-8116 or
toll-free 1-800-263-1136; infostats@statcan.gc.ca),
Communications Division.

To enquire about the concepts,
methods or data quality of this release,
contact Danielle Zietsma (613-951-4243;
danielle.zietsma@statcan.gc.ca) or Jason Gilmore
(613-951-7118; jason.gilmore@statcan.gc.ca), Labour
Statistics Division.
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Labour force characteristics by age and sex – Seasonally adjusted
November

2011
December

2011
November

to
December

2011

December
2010

to
December

2011

November
to

December
2011

December
2010

to
December

2011
thousands (except rates) change in thousands (except rates) % change

Both sexes, 15 years and over
Population 28,107.1 28,130.8 23.7 316.0 0.1 1.1

Labour force 18,721.7 18,745.3 23.6 187.5 0.1 1.0
Employment 17,327.0 17,344.5 17.5 199.2 0.1 1.2

Full-time 14,069.0 14,043.5 -25.5 207.7 -0.2 1.5
Part-time 3,257.9 3,301.0 43.1 -8.6 1.3 -0.3

Unemployment 1,394.7 1,400.8 6.1 -11.7 0.4 -0.8
Participation rate 66.6 66.6 0.0 -0.1 ... ...
Unemployment rate 7.4 7.5 0.1 -0.1 ... ...
Employment rate 61.6 61.7 0.1 0.1 ... ...
Part-time rate 18.8 19.0 0.2 -0.3 ... ...
Youths, 15 to 24 years
Population 4,457.3 4,457.3 0.0 -2.7 0.0 -0.1

Labour force 2,867.3 2,845.6 -21.7 -5.6 -0.8 -0.2
Employment 2,461.7 2,444.9 -16.8 -11.6 -0.7 -0.5

Full-time 1,306.6 1,303.5 -3.1 17.7 -0.2 1.4
Part-time 1,155.2 1,141.4 -13.8 -29.3 -1.2 -2.5

Unemployment 405.6 400.6 -5.0 5.9 -1.2 1.5
Participation rate 64.3 63.8 -0.5 -0.1 ... ...
Unemployment rate 14.1 14.1 0.0 0.3 ... ...
Employment rate 55.2 54.9 -0.3 -0.2 ... ...
Part-time rate 46.9 46.7 -0.2 -1.0 ... ...
Men, 25 years and over
Population 11,572.0 11,583.7 11.7 159.1 0.1 1.4

Labour force 8,383.0 8,420.6 37.6 77.4 0.4 0.9
Employment 7,850.2 7,865.6 15.4 84.4 0.2 1.1

Full-time 7,256.2 7,263.4 7.2 89.2 0.1 1.2
Part-time 594.0 602.2 8.2 -4.8 1.4 -0.8

Unemployment 532.8 554.9 22.1 -7.1 4.1 -1.3
Participation rate 72.4 72.7 0.3 -0.3 ... ...
Unemployment rate 6.4 6.6 0.2 -0.1 ... ...
Employment rate 67.8 67.9 0.1 -0.2 ... ...
Part-time rate 7.6 7.7 0.1 -0.1 ... ...
Women, 25 years and over
Population 12,077.8 12,089.8 12.0 159.5 0.1 1.3

Labour force 7,471.4 7,479.2 7.8 115.8 0.1 1.6
Employment 7,015.1 7,033.9 18.8 126.3 0.3 1.8

Full-time 5,506.3 5,476.5 -29.8 100.8 -0.5 1.9
Part-time 1,508.8 1,557.4 48.6 25.5 3.2 1.7

Unemployment 456.3 445.3 -11.0 -10.5 -2.4 -2.3
Participation rate 61.9 61.9 0.0 0.2 ... ...
Unemployment rate 6.1 6.0 -0.1 -0.2 ... ...
Employment rate 58.1 58.2 0.1 0.3 ... ...
Part-time rate 21.5 22.1 0.6 -0.1 ... ...

... not applicable
Note: Related CANSIM table 282-0087.
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Employment by class of worker and industry (based on NAICS)1 – Seasonally adjusted
November

2011
December

2011
November

to
December

2011

December
2010

to
December

2011

November
to

December
2011

December
2010

to
December

2011
thousands change in thousands % change

Class of worker
Employees 14,685.9 14,672.3 -13.6 147.2 -0.1 1.0
Self-employed 2,641.1 2,672.2 31.1 52.0 1.2 2.0

Public/private sector employees
Public 3,571.7 3,554.4 -17.3 -0.1 -0.5 0.0
Private 11,114.2 11,118.0 3.8 147.4 0.0 1.3

All industries 17,327.0 17,344.5 17.5 199.2 0.1 1.2
Goods-producing sector 3,775.5 3,794.0 18.5 5.2 0.5 0.1
Agriculture 300.5 306.2 5.7 7.0 1.9 2.3
Natural resources2 353.8 356.2 2.4 24.7 0.7 7.5
Utilities 141.0 133.8 -7.2 -14.0 -5.1 -9.5
Construction 1,277.5 1,264.7 -12.8 37.5 -1.0 3.1
Manufacturing 1,702.7 1,733.1 30.4 -50.0 1.8 -2.8
Services-producing sector 13,551.4 13,550.5 -0.9 193.9 0.0 1.5
Trade 2,656.8 2,661.9 5.1 -6.5 0.2 -0.2
Transportation and warehousing 850.0 849.4 -0.6 -15.4 -0.1 -1.8
Finance, insurance, real estate and leasing 1,066.7 1,052.2 -14.5 -30.7 -1.4 -2.8
Professional, scientific and technical services 1,336.1 1,352.2 16.1 76.2 1.2 6.0
Business, building and other support services 654.4 652.1 -2.3 -12.7 -0.4 -1.9
Educational services 1,218.7 1,220.2 1.5 14.4 0.1 1.2
Health care and social assistance 2,120.8 2,111.6 -9.2 59.3 -0.4 2.9
Information, culture and recreation 767.1 772.5 5.4 6.6 0.7 0.9
Accommodation and food services 1,117.4 1,120.2 2.8 65.2 0.3 6.2
Other services 790.3 782.4 -7.9 32.6 -1.0 4.3
Public administration 973.2 975.8 2.6 5.0 0.3 0.5

1. North American Industry Classification System.
2. Also referred to as forestry, fishing, mining, quarrying, oil and gas.
Note: Related CANSIM tables 282-0088 and 282-0089.
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Labour force characteristics by province – Seasonally adjusted
November

2011
December

2011
November

to
December

2011

December
2010

to
December

2011

November
to

December
2011

December
2010

to
December

2011
thousands (except rates) change in thousands (except rates) % change

Newfoundland and Labrador
Population 428.6 428.6 0.0 -0.4 0.0 -0.1

Labour force 258.0 260.5 2.5 1.3 1.0 0.5
Employment 224.0 227.2 3.2 4.3 1.4 1.9

Full-time 192.8 195.4 2.6 4.3 1.3 2.3
Part-time 31.2 31.9 0.7 0.1 2.2 0.3

Unemployment 34.0 33.3 -0.7 -3.0 -2.1 -8.3
Participation rate 60.2 60.8 0.6 0.4 ... ...
Unemployment rate 13.2 12.8 -0.4 -1.2 ... ...
Employment rate 52.3 53.0 0.7 1.0 ... ...
Prince Edward Island
Population 119.8 119.8 0.0 1.9 0.0 1.6

Labour force 81.7 82.8 1.1 3.4 1.3 4.3
Employment 72.6 73.4 0.8 3.5 1.1 5.0

Full-time 61.4 61.5 0.1 3.6 0.2 6.2
Part-time 11.1 11.9 0.8 -0.1 7.2 -0.8

Unemployment 9.1 9.4 0.3 0.0 3.3 0.0
Participation rate 68.2 69.1 0.9 1.8 ... ...
Unemployment rate 11.1 11.4 0.3 -0.4 ... ...
Employment rate 60.6 61.3 0.7 2.0 ... ...
Nova Scotia
Population 779.4 779.6 0.2 0.7 0.0 0.1

Labour force 496.7 497.0 0.3 -2.4 0.1 -0.5
Employment 453.8 458.1 4.3 10.5 0.9 2.3

Full-time 367.0 369.1 2.1 2.3 0.6 0.6
Part-time 86.9 89.0 2.1 8.1 2.4 10.0

Unemployment 42.9 38.8 -4.1 -13.0 -9.6 -25.1
Participation rate 63.7 63.8 0.1 -0.3 ... ...
Unemployment rate 8.6 7.8 -0.8 -2.6 ... ...
Employment rate 58.2 58.8 0.6 1.3 ... ...
New Brunswick
Population 620.0 620.2 0.2 2.0 0.0 0.3

Labour force 389.4 390.7 1.3 -0.3 0.3 -0.1
Employment 351.2 354.1 2.9 0.0 0.8 0.0

Full-time 295.4 297.6 2.2 -1.8 0.7 -0.6
Part-time 55.8 56.5 0.7 1.8 1.3 3.3

Unemployment 38.2 36.6 -1.6 -0.3 -4.2 -0.8
Participation rate 62.8 63.0 0.2 -0.2 ... ...
Unemployment rate 9.8 9.4 -0.4 0.0 ... ...
Employment rate 56.6 57.1 0.5 -0.2 ... ...
Quebec
Population 6,600.4 6,605.2 4.8 65.9 0.1 1.0

Labour force 4,270.0 4,272.8 2.8 -1.2 0.1 0.0
Employment 3,928.4 3,902.7 -25.7 -51.0 -0.7 -1.3

Full-time 3,197.8 3,163.4 -34.4 -42.5 -1.1 -1.3
Part-time 730.5 739.3 8.8 -8.5 1.2 -1.1

Unemployment 341.6 370.1 28.5 49.8 8.3 15.5
Participation rate 64.7 64.7 0.0 -0.7 ... ...
Unemployment rate 8.0 8.7 0.7 1.2 ... ...
Employment rate 59.5 59.1 -0.4 -1.4 ... ...

... not applicable
Note: Related CANSIM table 282-0087.
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Labour force characteristics by province – Seasonally adjusted
November

2011
December

2011
November

to
December

2011

December
2010

to
December

2011

November
to

December
2011

December
2010

to
December

2011
thousands (except rates) change in thousands (except rates) % change

Ontario
Population 10,979.7 10,991.5 11.8 137.0 0.1 1.3

Labour force 7,315.0 7,315.8 0.8 66.3 0.0 0.9
Employment 6,735.2 6,750.9 15.7 91.3 0.2 1.4

Full-time 5,455.2 5,453.5 -1.7 79.2 0.0 1.5
Part-time 1,280.0 1,297.4 17.4 12.1 1.4 0.9

Unemployment 579.8 564.9 -14.9 -25.0 -2.6 -4.2
Participation rate 66.6 66.6 0.0 -0.2 ... ...
Unemployment rate 7.9 7.7 -0.2 -0.4 ... ...
Employment rate 61.3 61.4 0.1 0.0 ... ...
Manitoba
Population 957.4 958.0 0.6 11.0 0.1 1.2

Labour force 660.6 662.3 1.7 7.7 0.3 1.2
Employment 624.5 626.3 1.8 5.8 0.3 0.9

Full-time 503.1 507.3 4.2 5.7 0.8 1.1
Part-time 121.4 119.0 -2.4 0.1 -2.0 0.1

Unemployment 36.1 36.0 -0.1 1.9 -0.3 5.6
Participation rate 69.0 69.1 0.1 0.0 ... ...
Unemployment rate 5.5 5.4 -0.1 0.2 ... ...
Employment rate 65.2 65.4 0.2 -0.1 ... ...
Saskatchewan
Population 803.7 804.3 0.6 8.9 0.1 1.1

Labour force 553.0 556.9 3.9 2.4 0.7 0.4
Employment 524.7 527.8 3.1 3.7 0.6 0.7

Full-time 437.2 435.5 -1.7 4.4 -0.4 1.0
Part-time 87.5 92.3 4.8 -0.7 5.5 -0.8

Unemployment 28.2 29.2 1.0 -1.3 3.5 -4.3
Participation rate 68.8 69.2 0.4 -0.5 ... ...
Unemployment rate 5.1 5.2 0.1 -0.3 ... ...
Employment rate 65.3 65.6 0.3 -0.3 ... ...
Alberta
Population 3,025.5 3,028.8 3.3 49.4 0.1 1.7

Labour force 2,242.5 2,241.1 -1.4 90.5 -0.1 4.2
Employment 2,130.2 2,131.0 0.8 98.8 0.0 4.9

Full-time 1,777.4 1,775.9 -1.5 100.6 -0.1 6.0
Part-time 352.7 355.1 2.4 -1.8 0.7 -0.5

Unemployment 112.3 110.1 -2.2 -8.3 -2.0 -7.0
Participation rate 74.1 74.0 -0.1 1.8 ... ...
Unemployment rate 5.0 4.9 -0.1 -0.6 ... ...
Employment rate 70.4 70.4 0.0 2.2 ... ...
British Columbia
Population 3,792.5 3,794.8 2.3 39.5 0.1 1.1

Labour force 2,454.7 2,465.5 10.8 19.9 0.4 0.8
Employment 2,282.3 2,293.0 10.7 32.3 0.5 1.4

Full-time 1,781.6 1,784.2 2.6 51.8 0.1 3.0
Part-time 500.6 508.8 8.2 -19.5 1.6 -3.7

Unemployment 172.4 172.5 0.1 -12.4 0.1 -6.7
Participation rate 64.7 65.0 0.3 -0.1 ... ...
Unemployment rate 7.0 7.0 0.0 -0.6 ... ...
Employment rate 60.2 60.4 0.2 0.2 ... ...

... not applicable
Note: Related CANSIM table 282-0087.




